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Invites you to partake in

A Virtual Tour of the Historic New Farm Area

Tour guide, Ron Baker OAM, will take you on a virtual tour of the New Farm area from
the comfort of your chair in the Kingsbury Room of the Queen Alexandra Home
Community Centre.

New Farm is one of Brisbane’s oldest suburbs and the peninsula of New Farm was once
called Binkinba, the place of the land tortoises. The suburb derives its name from the fact
that the peninsula was used as a farming area in the early days of Brisbane’s history when
Commandant Logan established a new farm in the area in 1827 as part of the Moreton
Bay Penal Colony.

The New Farm area is rich in history and contains a considerable number of Brisbane
City Council listed heritage places and some of these places are also on the State Heritage
Register. This virtual tour, which is in lieu of a planned coach tour, will pass many of the
district’s heritage homes and buildings built from the latter half of the 1800’s to the early
1900’s. This tour will take you past several of the buildings that would be have been
impossible to visit by coach owing to the narrowness of a road or the overhang of the
large trees, especially in the Merthyr area.

Come along and listen to Ron speak about some of the heritage listed buildings of New
Farm.

Where?  Kingsbury Room
Queen Alexandra Home Community Centre
347 Old Cleveland Rd. Coorparoo

When? Saturday 5 October 2024 at 2.00 pm

Non-members are welcome, but why not join our group? A small donation to offset hiring charges
would be appreciated. A small plate for afternoon tea would also be appreciated.

Contact President Ron Baker OAM 0412 944 095 Vice President Richard Jeffreys OAM 0411 511 369
Mail: Hon. Secretary. PO Box 263 Coorparoo Q 4151
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Dr. Deb. Jordan spoke to us at our August meeting about Female Suffrage. Unfortunately, once again the
microphone system let us down despite being tested the day before. We are now looking for a different
system. President Ron spoke at the Coorparoo Probus Club recently and was impressed with their
microphone system. Ron is following up on this and hopes to have a new microphone system in place by
the October meeting. Ded. had a very soft voice and this made it hard to hear, especially those in the
back row. Deb’s talk was very interesting and outlined the struggle women had to get the vote,
especially women like Mary McConnell, Leontine Cooper, Charlotte Trundle and Emma Miller.
Coorparoo’s Elizabeth Bretnall was also prominent in the struggle.

Deb also sold a number of her books of which members will find interesting reading.

The October excursion to New Farm had to be cancelled owing to several factors. Firstly, the planned
route could not be travelled by a 48 seat coach. After the route was replanned to suit the smaller 24 seat
coach the cost became prohibitive. With these factors considered the decision was made to cancel the
tour but instead have a virtual bus tour of the New Farm area. There is a considerable a number of
heritage listed buildings in the area President Ron will present this visual tour and take us to places the
coach could not travel. It is well worth the time to drive around the area after the talk.

The Eris Jolly Library needs someone to look after the books going out and the books coming in. We

have a register but it is not being maintained. You don’t have to be a librarian. A comprehensive list of
our holdings is attached to this newsletter. The task is not onerous, it requires someone to place part of
the collection on a table in the meeting room and return them to the bookcase at the end of the meeting.

The Treasurer has advised that there are still some members who have not paid their membership
renewal fee for this year. The treasure would appreciate prompt payment. Payment can be paid by bank

transfer, cheque or cash payment at the next meeting. The group’s bank account is; Bank of Queensland,
BSB 124062 Account No. 90258888

The committee is still continuing its research for the location of former service stations. In the area Some
former services stations are easy to locate as their structure still remains under a different use but others
have been completely removed. The committee is urging members to provide the group with the
location, name and hopefully a photograph of the service station. It will not matter if your information is
the same as other members. With this information the group can prepare a comprehensive map showing
the locations of these stations. Members contribution is valuable.

We have sufficient speakers lined up for this year but are on the lookout for next year’s speakers. If
members have heard or know of speakers who would be suitable for our group, please let a committee
member know and this will be followed up.

Continuing our articles on Coorparoo identities in this Newsletter we feature the Late Bill Hewitt who
represented the seat of Greenslopes from 1977 to 1983. Bill spoke to our group in October 1995 about
Growing up in Brisbane in the 1930’s.



William (Bill) Douglas Hewitt
Bill was born in a tent on the bank of the Mooloolah River on 31 October 1930, during the Depression
years. His father was a railway fettler and the family were constantly on the move, living in railway
construction tents. He was the youngest of five children.
The family moved to a rental house in Green Terrace, Windsor in 1931 and Bill remained at this
property until his marriage in 1956.
Bill was educated at the Windsor State School with a love of History and English and this passion
remained with him all his life. Following completing his Scholarship examination, Bill joined the
workforce as his parents could not afford to send him off to secondary school. His first job was a “Tailer
out” on a sanding machine in Carricks Furniture factory. To earn extra pocket money, he worked as a
Bakery delivery boy and as a paper boy.
As Carricks could not offer him the opportunity to advance, Bill, in 1946 found employment at
Castlemaine Perkins as an office boy. They offered to pay his fees for him to attend night school to study
accountancy. He remained with them for 8% years and then he was employed at Websters Furniture
Manufacturers as Office Manager/Accountant. He stayed there for 10 years.

Bill joined the Hamilton Amateur Wheelers, and despite training, the thrill of racing and the team spirit
helped him in his self development. In 1955, he was a selector for the Olympic Road Races.

In 1950 he was invited to a Young Liberals meeting and was immediately hooked on politics. Jim
Killen was President, and Bill soon became Club Secretary Delegate at the Branch meetings. Bill
became President in 1957-59 and later he was made a Life Member of the Queensland Young Liberals.
Bill met his life long partner, Shirley Clark at a Young Liberals meeting, later marrying her in 1956 and
having three children.

Bill contested the State seat of Belmont in the 1960 election but was defeated by Labor’s Fred Newton.
He then served as campaign manager for Jim Killen, who narrowly retained his federal seat of Moreton
in the 1961 Australian federal election.

Bill was a member of the Queensland State Parliament from 28 may 1966 to 22 October 1983,
representing the electorate of Chatsworth from 28 May 1966 to 12 November 1977 and Greenslopes
from 12 November 1977 until 22 October 1983, when he lost his seat to Leisha Harvey at the 1983
election when there was a split between the National and the Liberal Parties.

Bill was temporally Speaker from 1972-1975 and served as Deputy Speaker and Chairman of
Committees from 1975 to October 1980. In 1975, while in this position he took a principled decision to
not support Joh Bjelkie-Petersen’s nomination of Albert Field to replace federal Labor senator, Bruce
Millner, as this was against the wishes of the Labor Party. Field was appointed, triggering the 1975
Australian constitutional crisis leading to the dismissal of Australian Prime Minister Gough Whitlam.

In December 1980 Bill was appointed to the Minister as Minister for Environment, Survey and
Valuation and Administrative Service in the Bjelkie-Petersen government. He later became the Minister
for Welfare Services.

On 18 August 1983, Bill together with fellow Liberal Cabinet member Colin Miller, resigned from
cabinet. He contested the 1983 election but was defeated by the National’s Leish Harvey. During his 17
years in Parliament he earned the reputation for integrity and even-handedness.

After the election Bill took up a newsagencies at Toowong and Mt. Gravatt, and remained there for a
number of years. He maintained his interest in politics and mentored other aspirants including former
Lord Mayor Graham Quirk and former Senator George Brandis.

While a member of the Queensland Parliament, Bill was made an Honorary member of the Stones
Corner Rotary Club. After his departure from Parliament, Bill joined the Club as an active member. Bill
served as President of the Stones Corner Rotary Club in 2005-06. He was an active member, organising
quality guest speakers for numerous years. He also arranged for Stones Corner Rotary Club to be
involved in the opening of the Eleanor Schonell Bridge but this did not happen in his year as President.



A park at Camp Hill, opposite the White Hill State College was named the Bill Hewitt Reserve in
honour of Bill in 2016 just before Bill died.
Bill died on 23 November 2016 and was cremated at Mt. Thompson Crematorium.
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Twentieth Century Architecture 1900-1960

Adams K.M.

East Boys Forever (2 copies)

Anderson, Graham

Stephens at War

Annerley Stephens History Group
Inc.

Women of Stephens

Annerley Stephens History Group
Inc.

Stories from Brishane's Victoria Barracks

Army Museum South Queensland

The History of the Department of Transport

Brisbane City Council

Law to War

Bond, Catherine

Brisbane ablaze

Calthorpe, KD & K. Capell

Brisbane on fire

Calthorpe, KD & K. Capell

A history of the local people: a collection of
Short stories by the local people, vol.2

Cannon Hill History Group Inc.
Annette Wilson ed.

The Carmelites in Australia; a brief history

Chandler, Paul (O. Carmelite)

Brisbane Tramways The Last Decade (3copies)

Clark, Howard & David Keenan

First in Australia - History of St. Nicholas
Cathedral in Brisbane

Cmojmha B. & Smolin V.

Siberian Cossacks & Cadets St. Nicholas Day
Brisbane Australia

A River with a City Problem

Cook. Dr. Margaret

Absolute fairyland: heady days in Dutton Park

Dawson, Christopher

Reflections of Cannon Hill

Day, Keith

Architecture in Brisbane

De Gruchy, Graham

Slow as frog: a short history of the Brisbane
trolley-bus system

Deskins, P. & Hyde, C. Styrubble

A history of Kuraby & Eight Mile Plains

Donovan, Ron

Our Liverpool Boys (2 copies)

Dredge Sue & Senior Julie
For Liverpool City Council

Striving for Success 1900-1990: A History of
Thompson Estate

Eastern Suburbs Athletic Club

Coorparoo Stones Corner respect (3 copies)

Endicott, Michael A OSA

A Roos' Tale

Findlay, Evan

Moreton Bay in the news 1841-1860 - a select
subject index

Fisher, Rod & Schiavo, John

After the fire

Friends of Balmoral Cemetery




Into the fire

Friends of Balmoral Cemetery

Title

Author

Australia - The first hundred years: Being A
Facsimile of Volumes | & Il of The Picturesque
Atlas of Australasia - 1888

Garran, Andrew

In the beginning was the ibis and the Whizzer: a
historical and social commentary on early
Sandgate motorised buses, from 1919 to mid
1950's

Gillingham, John

The Aesthetics of Townscape

Goakes, Robert J.

The paddock & the pen

Godfrey, Marjorie and her family

Grave tales, stories not laid to rest - vol 1
Brishane

Goltz, Helen & Adams, Chris

Grave tales, The Great Ocean Road country -
Geelong to Port Fairy

Goltz, Helen & Adams, Chris

Chasing our history

Gregory, Justeen & Geraint

Stone of Stones Corner

Grimley, Merle D.

The timetables of history: a horizontal linkage of
people and events

Grun, Bernard

Ships on slips 1873-1992

Hacker, Diane & Spinaze, M.P.

A century of care, Royal Children's Hospital
Brisbane 1878- 1978

Hall, Peter

The fell tyrant or the suffering convict

Harrison, Jennifer & Steele J.G.

Historic homes of Brisbhane

Hogan, Janet

Living history of Brisbane

Hogan, Janet

In memory of Sam Houselander

Houselander, Wendy

Bremer Echo Vol. 34. No. 3

Ipswich Genealogical Society Inc.

Birth, Death and Marriage extracts 1858-1865:
Pre 1914 Vol.1

Ipswich Genealogical Society Inc

Citizens of Ipswich 1904

Ipswich Genealogical Society Inc

Ipswich & District, Pioneer Register: Pre 1914
Vol.2

Ipswich Genealogical Society Inc

Under the Lino

Jeffrey, Caylie

Title

Author




Aboriginal Camp Sites of Greater Brisbane: An
Historical Guide (2 copies)

Kerkhof, Ray

Seven Hills of Brisbane

Jolly, Eris

One man's family, a history of the Klumpps
1855-1983

Jordan, Lorraine

Volunteers at Heart; The Queensland Defence
Forces 1860-1901

Johnson, D.H.

The Early German Presence in the South-East
Brisbane area

Kleinschmidt, Robin OAM

Brisbane in the 1880's

Lawson, Ronald

Right Man, Right Place, Worst Time

Lee,Betty

We who are left to grow old.

Legacy Club of Queensland

I, Thomas Welsby

Lergessner, James

World City Growth

Lowry, J.H.

Dieu et Devoir the Story of All Hallows School
Brisbane 1861-1981

Mahoney, Sr. Jean Marie R.S.M.

Queensland Airfields WWII - 50 Years on

Marks, Roger R.

A Hill in the Valley: Dara and the Holy Name
Cathedral

Martin, Fr. Denis

The Legislators, Women in State and Federal
Parliaments

McCulloch, John

The Overlanders

McEwan, Marcia. Ed.

William Charles Wentworth

Melbourne ACV ( Alexander
Clifford Vernon), 1888 -1943

Australia’s First Century 1788-1888 The
Facsimile of Cassell's Picturesque Australasia
Original Illustrations

Morris, E.E. Ed

The Productive Years of the Creek of Gold

Murphy, Peter

Keep it for the Future

National Archives of Australia

The National Library magazine. June 2009, Sept
2009, Dec. 2009, March 2010, Dec. 2012, March
2013

National Library of Australia

Sesserae - The Legend of the Willy Wagtail Bird

Nona, Dennis

Title

Author

Beaudesert Centenary 1874-1974

Nuttey, Kathleen

A History of Wellers Hill, Tarragindi & Ekibin

O'Brien, Juliet & Dean, George




Fortitude: Dr. Lang's Vision of Queensland and
the United Evangelical Church

Parker, David & Edmonds, Angus

In the Capacity of a Surgeon

Pearn, John

Pioneer Medicine in Australia

Pearn, John

Tom Petrie's Reminiscences of Early Queensland

Petrie, Constance Campbell

From Newstead to Norman Park

Pick, Yvonne

The Brisbane Line

Powell, Judith P.

Time & Place, issue 33 2018

Queensland Heritage Council

Grand Old Lady of Lace (2copies)

Rechner, Judy Gale

Where have all the creeks gone? Camp Hill
heritage drive tour (3 copies)

Rechner, Judy Gale

The Old Coorparoo Shire, a heritage drive tour
(2copies)

Rechner, Judy Gale; Brisbane
History Group 1991

Lennie the Legend: Solo to Sydney by pony

Reeder, Stephanie Owen

Australia Remembers: Women, their role in
World War 11 1945-1995

Rees, Betty

Flinders in Moreton Bay: A Bicentennial Review
1799-1999

Royal Historical Society of
Queensland

Lost Brisbane and Surrounding Areas 1860-1960

Royal Historical Society of
Queensland

Lost Brishane 2

Royal Historical Society of
Queensland

Queensland's Sunshine Coast 1880's-1890's;
Then & Now The past and present in pictures

Robinson, Bill

Brisbane's Albert Hall

Roennfeldt, Peter

Madame Mallalieu

Roennfeldt, Peter

Stones Corner Library

Ryan, Patricia L.

Verona, The Bell Family & other people

Ryan, Patricia L.

Word Press for Dummies

Sabin-Wilson, Lisa

Title

Author

Queensland Centenary: The First 100 Years
1859-1959

Smout, Arthur Henry (ed)

The Great Brisbane Flood

Spinaz, Murray & Hacker Diana,
Diana; Johnson, Paul




Growing up in Archerfield. The life and Spring, Ray
achievements of Ray Spring
The Brisbane River Steele J.G.

Cannon Hill School of Arts 1923-1988

Veltmeyer, Rene, Neilsen,
Dwayne & Cochrane, Tony

Catholic Brisbane: A Profile of the Archdiocese
of Brisbane 1859-1989

Tremble, Carmel

Brisbane Welsh: A history of the St. David Wallis, Noel W
Welsh Society of Brisbane 1918-2008

General MacArthur in Queensland Wallis, Noel W
Mowbraytown: The times of Thomas Mowbray | Wallis, Noel W
and his successors

Serving time with the Department of Public Wallis, Noel W
Works Ipswich Road Workshop 1949-1957

Suffer as a Suffragette Wallis, Noel W
The Doctor of Woogaroo Station Wallis, Noel W
The Story of a Naval Nasho who became skipper | Wallis, Noel W
of the motor vessel Krait

A Story of Things Wallis, Noel W
My Childhood Memories Wallis, Val

My Childhood Memories of Living in the
Suburb of Coorparoo (2 Copies)

Wallis, Val (Nee Arcus)

Alien Son

Waten, Judah

VVoyage of the "Fortitude™ from England to
Brisbane, Queensland 1848-1849

Welsby, Diary of Samuel Pearson
Welshby

A Street Walker's Guide to West End No.1:
A neighbourhood walk-through the streets of
West End

West End History Group

Title

Author

A Street Walkers Guide to West End No.2
Beyond the Boundary: Aboriginal, Greek and
activist history.

West End History Group

A Street Walker's Guide to West End No.3:
Walking with Water Rats

West End History Group

Life by the River in the 19th Century

Wise, Vic




Petrie-Terrace Brisbane 1858-1988

Woolcock Steve & Fisher Rod

3 June 2023




